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About this publication.
Loudspeaking systems and loudhailers were employed for distinct operational roles within
the British Army and may be classified into two principal technical categories:
Apparatus Loudspeaking units with valve-based amplifiers (and, later, transistor-based)
provided an audio-frequency output ranging from 5 to 250 watts. The associated amplifiers
and loudspeakers were typically commercial items, modified to meet Army requirements.
They were usually powered by AC mains or, in some cases, by a 12-volt accumulator. This
category was sub-divided into WW2 and later developments.
Telephone Loudspeaking systems were based on the properties of the Tannoy high-power
carbon-granule hand microphone, which produced an output of 2 to 5 watts. These
systems were powered solely by a 12-volt accumulator and did not employ an amplifier.
A substantial portion of the systems in both categories were developed for artillery gun
control, as shown in a chart illustrating the interrelationship between the systems  in
Appendix 3.  The  gun­control  communication  systems  of  the  Sexton  and  the  post­war
Abbot self-propelled guns were added just before the manuscript was closed.

A Wireless for the Warrior publication.

Apparatus Loudspeaking No. 5 in a converted Austin K2/Y ambulance (1942).


