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Clandestine Midget
Receivers #18
('Biscuit tin' receiver)

Country of origin: Holland

DATA SUMMARY
Design/Manufacturer: Dutch Philips employees.
Year of use: WW2, estimated after 1943/44.
Purpose: Clandestine listening in occupied Holland to
e.g. BBC broadcasts.
Circuit features: Regenerative with two AF stages.
Frequency coverage: Short wave.
Valves: Philips miniature acorn type: E1F(4672) detector,
E1C (4671) AF (2x).
Power Supply: 220V AC mains.
Size (mm): 128x90x33.
Weight (g): 426.

Acknowledgements:
I am indebted to Ronald Evers (Andelst, Holland) for the loan of
his receiver to take photographs and inspect its technical details.
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The 'biscuit tin' receiver as it was concealed in a book.

The actual receiver was
built in a small vintage
'Sluis' brand biscuit tin.

Lead-in
aerial wire.

Remarks
A miniature short-wave receiver powered by 220-volt mains was
ingeniously built into a small tin, its modest appearance masking the
sophistication of the device inside. When not in operation, it disap-
peared into the pages of a thick book whose title and subject were
chosen precisely so they would draw no attention.
It is reasonable to assume that the power cord and headphones were
stowed separately to maintain the illusion. Every component inside
the set was manufactured by Philips, quietly 'diverted' from the
production lines beyond the sight of the German Verwalter and later
assembled into a functioning clandestine receiver.
A new variant of the miniature short-wave receiver was developed
after Philips introduced its acorn-type valves in combination with
their compact metal HT rectifiers. A comparable construction is
described in earlier chapters of Clandestine Midget Receivers,
WftW Volume 4 Supplements.

'Sluis' biscuit factory in Deventer.
The designation bears no relation to covert wireless work, aside from
the vintage biscuit container serving as housing for a concealed
clandestine miniature receiver. Curiosity prompted me to describe
the background of the uncommon vintage (1932) tin that accommo-
dated the set. In the Dutch town of Deventer, the name Sluis contin-
ues to denote the former 'Sluis' biscuit factory, celebrated for
producing confections such as frou-frou and biskwie. This heritage
is reflected in a mural—a painting or artwork applied directly to a
permanent surface such as a brick wall.

The mural painted by artist Peter Kortleve stretches across the
side wall of a house built on the very ground where the Sluis
biscuit factory once stood in Deventer, the Netherlands. Its
imagery seems to breathe life back into the vanished factory,
allowing the neighbourhood to remember the scents, colours,
and stories that once defined the place.
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Bottom side of the biscuit tin.
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