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DATA SUMMARY

Organisation: Central Intelligence Agency.

Manufacturer: USA, maker unknown.

Year of Introduction: 1959.

Purpose: Agents cross border communication.
Communication type: Voice and Morse.

Power Supply: Dry batteries, 472V and 22%,V.

Size (cm): Height 8, Length 42, Width 24. (Closed position)
Weight: 4.5 kg.
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Infrared |
Country of origin: USA

REMARKS

In 1959 a Western agent (Gisela Gebhardt) was captured in the GDR
found in possession of an American infrared (IR) communication set.
This set was built into a pressed synthetic case with fold out parts and
when not in use collapsed to a very small unit. It was normally carried
in an innocent looking small shoulder bag. At the left hand side of the
case was a small single telescope for accurate aiming. The amplifiers
were transistorised, powered from internal dry batteries. Though un-
mistakable of USA manufacture, the actual maker of this IR set is un-
known. Apart from a MfS report no technical details are known. The
captured set is presently held in the collection of the Deutsches Histo-
risches Museum, Berlin, as inventory number SI 90/400.

Rear view of the US infrared set with hinged front
panel cover opened allowing access to controls.

FPosscheckkonto Minchen 57500 - Telfon 59 3535 Collection of spy communication equipment found in possession of cap-

Commercial advert in ‘Funkschau’ Heft tured Western agents in the late 50s/early 1960s comprising an infrared
7-1964 selling IR sets as described in set, RT-6 short wave radio transmitter-receiver and various other bits and
this chapter. pieces including a Minox camera.
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batteries were required for operation.
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Handwritten drawing from an agent’s instruction sheet with explanation of controls in German.
This rare drawing gave evidence that the set was also capable of transmitting in Morse and two

Top view with hinged access door opened show-
ing view of transistorised amplifiers and IR driver.
Note the use of printed circuit boards.

References:

- All information courtesy Detlev Vreisleben, DC7KG, Germany.
Without Detlev’s photos and assistance this chapter would not
have been possible.
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